
Order Of Service – Dec. 27, 2020 
Moving Forward, Looking Back 

Music for Contemplation: Silent Night and Tannenbaum by Ed Gerhard, We 
Three Kings by Bill Mize and Ed Gernard, Coventry Carol and What Child Is 
This? by Ed Gerhard. Photos by Carole Bundy, Molly Cohen, Andey Amata, 
Susan Jhirad, and Steve Schmidt, and © Soul Matters. 

Sound of the Bell 

Opening Words and Welcome 

Chalice Lighting: “In the Soft Light of this Flame” by Rev. Scott Tayler 

Covenant 

Love is the heart of this church.  
We commit to: 

Being a diverse, welcoming community of mutual care and respect; 
Supporting each other's spiritual journey and search for truth and 
meaning; 
Promoting justice and serving the wider community. 

We hold ourselves to this promise with compassion and understanding. 

Hymn: Blue Boat Home, words by Peter Mayer, music by Roland Hugh 
Pritchard, arr. Jason Shelton (Singing the Journey #1064). Molly Ruggles, piano; 
Andey Amata, vocals. 

Though below me I feel no motion 
Standing on these mountains and plains, 
Far away from the rolling ocean 
Still my dry-land heart can say: 
I’ve been sailing all my life now, 
Never harbor nor port have I known. 
The wide universe is the ocean I travel, 
And the earth is my blue boat home. 

  



Sun my sail and moon my rudder 
As I ply the starry sea, 
Leaning over the edge in wonder, 
Casting questions into the deep. 
Drifting here with my ship’s companions, 
All we kindred pilgrim souls, 
Making our way by the lights of the heavens 
In our beautiful blue boat home. 

I give thanks to the waves upholding me, 
Hail the great winds urging me on, 
Greet the infinite sea before me, 
Sing the sky my sailor’s song: 
I was born upon the fathoms, 
Never harbor or port have I known. 
The wide universe is the ocean I travel, 
And the earth is my blue boat home. 

Candles of Joy, Sorrow and Milestones 

Guided Meditation 

Offering: Blackbird, by Paul McCartney & John Lennon, pianist Molly Ruggles  

Reading: from “The Pandemic is a Portal” by Arundati Roy 

Hymn: Comfort Me, by Mimi Bornstein-Doble, led by Jason Shelton.  

Panel discussion: Moving Forward, Looking Back 

Hymn: Spirit of Life, words and music by Carolyn McDade (Singing the Living 
Tradition #123), sung by Alex Daum. 

Spirit of LIfe, come unto me.  
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea,  
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close, wings set me free;  
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 

 

https://www.ft.com/content/10d8f5e8-74eb-11ea-95fe-fcd274e920ca
https://youtu.be/ovXRln8IiPg


Closing Words 

Postlude: Moving Forward, Looking Back, by Licia Sky. liciasky.com 

Questions for coffee-hour discussion: Would you like to share something that has 
gotten you through 2020? An unexpected joy or blessing? Or something you 
imagine for the future? 

 

http://liciasky.com/

